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West Cliff Gardens Oheatre,

CLACTON-ON-SEA.

Established 158H. Proprictors : GRAHAM © BENTLEY. Phone 17,

By permission of R. D'OYLY CARTE, E«q.

THE CLACTON
AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY,
FIRST SEASON, 1930
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IN TWO ACTS.

PROGRAMME

SIX PERFORMANCES—Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, March 18th
to 22nd, 1930, at 8 p.m.

MATINEE SATURDAY at 230 p.m.

Theatre Buffet Open During Performance.
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“THE PIRATES OF-PENZANCE.”

SYNOPSIS.
ACT I

HE scene is a rocky sea-shore on the Cornwall coast.
Groups of Pirates are seen in a cavern, drinking and playing cards.
Frederic, a young Pirate, has served his apprenticeship with the Sea-

farers, and now decides to leave them for good and all. They are not willing
for him to go as they have all taken a liking to him; but he is adamant, and
explains that he was apprenticed to a Pirate in error—his old nursemaid,
Ruth, is able to substantiate his statement. Frederic's father had wished
the boy to adopt a seafaring life, and his nurse, through not having heard the
word aright, apprenticed him to a Pirate instead of a Piror. Frederic, hav-
ing finally decided upon his course, informs his erstwhile companions that
though he loves them all individually, he detests them collectively, and it will
be his duty to devote himself to their extermination. Thus a piquant situa-
tion is created. Ruth, who is now middle-aged, loves Frederic, and awishes
to accompany him, but a bevy of beautiful girls appears upon the scene, in-
cluding one, Mabel, and Frederic is brought under the spell of their beauty.
He perceives that Ruth is getting old and plain, and renounces her. The
Girls and Frederic here join in chorus;, during which Pirates stealthily
advance from behind, each Pirate seizing one of the Girls. Mabel explains
to the Pirates that they are all Wards in Chancery, and that their father is
a Major-General. The General has been sitting on a rock unnoticed. He
now introduces himself, and tells them all his social status and accomplish-
ments. He desires to know what is transpiring, and is told by the Pirate
King that the seamen are about to marry and carry off his daughters. The
General pleads that he is an orphan, and begs of the King to leave him his
Wards, who are the only props of his existence. The Pirate King remembers
the fact that all the Pirates are orphans themselves, and decides to leave the
young ladies free.

INTERVAL OF 15 MINUTES.

ACT II.
The curtain rises on a ruined chapel by moonlight,

and discloses the General seated pensively, surrounded by his daughters,
who are endeavouring to solace him in his distress, which, he informs them
all, is to be attributed to his having lied to the Pirate King when telling him
he was an orphan. Frederick enters, and assists in their endeavours, at
Mabel’s tearful request. He informs the General that an expedition against
the Pirates, headed by himself, commences at eleven o’clock. Frederic is
now alone, contemplating his attack on the Pirates’ lair, when the Pirate
King and Ruth appear at a window, armed. The King, evidently having
learned from Ruth that Frederic was born in a leap-year, on the 29th of
February, informs him of this remarkable fact, which reduces his age and
renders it necessary for him to serve a further period of apprenticeship with
the Pirates. Frederic accordingly rejoins the gang, and, having once more
sworn his allegiance, deems it to be his duty to inform the King of the lie
General Stanley has told him in presenting himself as an orphan. There-
upon the King determines to attack ‘Treorden Castle, the home of the
General. Sergeant of Police enters, with double column, and they conceal
themselves to watch proceedings. A struggle ensues between Pirates and
Police, in which the latter are overcome. The Pirates, however, yield, when
charged in the name of the Queen to do so. Hereabouts Mabel, upon learn-
ing from Ruth that all the Pirates are noblemen who have fallen from grace,
intercedes for them. They are all happily married, and are permitted to
depart in peace of mind.
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