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Synopsis of the Opera

ACT I.—The scene opens in the Courtyard of Ko-Ko's Palace in Titipu. Ko-Ko, a cheap

tailor, who has been condemued to death for flirting, is reprieved at the last

Emoment by the nobles of Titipu, let out on bail, and exalted to the rank of Lord High
xecutioner.

Ko-Ko has three wards—Yum-Yum, Pitti-Sing, and Peep-bo—and it is his intention
to marry Yum-Yum. However, Nanki-Poo, the son of the Mikado and heir-apparent
to the throne of Japan, who has bolted from the Imperial Court in order to escape the
unwelcome attentions of Katisha, an elderly and unattractive lady whom his father wishes
him to marry, joins the town band of Titipu disguised as a second trombone, where he sees
and falls in love with Yum-Yum, a proceeding which she at once reciprocates.

At the time the story opens Nanki-Poo has heard of Ko-Ko's condemnation to deatn,
and comes to find Yum-Yum, in hopes that she will listen to his protestations. Pish-Tush
informs Nanki-Poo of Ko-Ko's reprieve and promotion, and Pooh-Bah advises him to give
up his infatuation,

Pooh-Bah (Lord High Everything-else) is a very exalted personage, who, when all
the High Officers of State resigned in a body, at once, unhesitatingly accepted their
positions (and the salaries attached to them).

Yum-Yum, with her sisters, now arrives from school, and Nanki-Poo discloses his
identity to ler.

At this point a message arrives from the Mikado, who is annoyed by the fact that no
execution has taken place in Titipu for some time, and orders that someone be beheaded
within a month. This places Ko-Ko in an extremely difficult position, and he prevails
upon Nanki-Poo, to agree, if he be allowed to marry Yum-Yum, to be beheaded in a month’s
time. The festivities are in full swing, when Katisha appears and claims her lover, Nanki-
Poo. She endeavours to tell the people who he really is, but, incited by Yum-Yum they
will not listen to her, whereupon she goes away in high dudgeon to acquaint the Mikado
of Nanki-Poo’s perfidy.

ACT II.- The second act o , disclosing Yum-Yum being prepared by her sisters and

bridesmaids for the wedding. They remind her of the fact that her happiness
is to be short-lived. Nanki-Poo arrives and tries to console her, and they are discovered
billing and cooing by Ko-Ko, who informs them that he has just ascertained that, when
a marricd man is beheaded, the law decrees that his wife must be buried alive with him.
On hearing this Yum-Yum desires to withdraw from the contract, and Nanki-Poo requests
Ko-Ko to put an end to his love-blighted life by beheading him immediately. Ko-Ko,
however, will not agree to this, and matters are precipitated by an announcement that
the Mikado and his suite are approaching the city. Ko-Ko, thinking that his Majesty
is coming to see if his orders regarding an execution have been carried out, sends Nanki-Poo
and Yum-Yum off to get married and plots with Pooh-Bah to make an affidavit that
Nanki-Poo has been executed.

The Mikado now arrives. Ko-Ko, Pitti-Sing, and Pooli-Bah, with appalling details,
to the delight of the Mikado, describe how an execution has taken place. The Mikado,
however, informs them that his reason for his visit to Titipu is to ascertain the whereabouts
of his son. Katisha discovers the name of Nanki-I'oo on the Coroner's certificate, and
the unhop?y trio are doomed to torture with boiling oil or melted lead. The Mikado
goes off to luncheon (after which the punishment is to take placel and the three miscreants
are left bemoaning their fate, when Nanki-Poo and YVum-Yum are observed starting for
their honeymoon. Ko-Ko implores Nanki-Poo to return to life, which be refuses to do
until Katisha is disposed of. Ko-Ko is now forced against his will to woo the unattractive
Katisha, who consetits to his proposals, and they are married forthwith. The Mikado
is surprised, on his return from lunch, by Katisha asking pardon for Ko-Ko, Pitti-Sing and
Pooh-Bah, and the appearance at this moment, of Nanki-Poo with his bride, Yum-Yum,
and also a logical explanation given by Ko-Ko as to the execution, brings about the desired
pardon, and all ends happily with general rejoicings.
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THE TOWN OF TITIPU
By W. 5. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan

DRAMATIS PERSON/E :

THE MIKADO OF JAPAN LESLIE DOE
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CHORUS OF SCHOOLGIRLS, NOBLES, GUARDS, AND COOLIES

SWORD BEARER . TONY WEST

ACT 1 o COURTYARD OF KO-KO'S OFFICIAL RESIDENCE
ACT 11 KO-KO'S GARDEN

Scenery, Gostumes and Wigs by D. & H. DRURY, Brighton
Lighting Effects by PRINCES THEATRE

he Opera is Produced under the Personal Supervision of HERBERT SHARP of Cambridge
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REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE DURING INTERVAL

‘I'here will be an INTERVAIL of Fifteen Minutes belween Acts I and 11
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HFE MIKADO
MUSICAL NUMBERS

CHORUS OF MEN ... ;

SONG & CHORUS (Nanki- Poo)

SONG (Pish-Tuzh and Chorus)

SONG (Pooh-Bah, with Nanki-Poo and
Pish-Tush) =

RECIT. (Nanki-Poo and Pooh Bah)

CHORUS, with Solo (Ko-Ko)

SONG (Ko-Ko, with Chorus of Men)

CHORUS of Girls

TRIO (Yum-Yum, Peep-Bo and Pnth-Smg,
with Chorus of Girls)

QUARTETTE & CHORUS (Yum-Yum,
Peep-Bo, Pitti-Sing and Pooh-Bah)

DUET (Yum-Yum and Nanki-Poo)

TRIO [Ko-Ko, Pish-Tush and Pooh-Bah)

FINALE ACT 1

SOLO (Pitti-Sing and Chorus of Girls)
SONG (Yum-Yum) -+ e
MADRIGAL (Yum - Yum, Petti - Sing,
Nanki-Poo and Pish-Tush) ...
TRIO (Yum-Yum, Nanki-Poo and Ko-Ko)
ENTRANCE of Mikado and Katisha
SONG (Mikado and Chorus)
TRIO & CHORUS (Petti-Sing,
Pooh-Bah and Chorus)

Pitti-Sing, Katisha, Ko-Ko, Pooh-
Bah and Mikado)

‘Nanki-Poo and Ko-Ko, \\llh Yum
Yum, Pitti-Sing and Pooh-Bah)
RECIT. & SONG (Katizha) ...

SONG (Ko-Ko) 2
DUET (Katisha and l\o-Ko)

FINALE ACT 11

Ko-Ko,
GLEE

DUET

ACT |

“If You Want To Know Who We Are”
“A Wandering Minstrel I
“Our Great Mikado Virtuous Man"'

“Young Man Despair”

“And Have I Journey'd For A Month"
“Behold, The Lord High Executioner"
“As Some Day It May Happen"
“Comes A Train Of Little Ladies™

*“Three Little Maids™

*So Please You, Sir”
“Were You Not To Ko-Ko Plighted™
“I Am So Proud”’

“With Aspect Stern And Gloomy Stride”

ACT Il

“Braid The Raven Hair"
*“The Sun, Whose Rays"’

“Brightly Dawns Our Wedding Day"'
“Here's A How-De-Do™
“Mi-Ya-Sa-Ma Mi-Ya-Sa-Ma"

“A More Humane Mikado™

“The Criminal Cried”’
“See How The Fates"
*“The Flowers That Bloom"'

**Alone And Yet Alive”
“On A Tree By A River”

“There Is Beauty In The Bellow Of The Blast™

“For He Gone And Married Yum-Yum"'
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TO OUR PATRONS
OUR AIM IS DESIGNED FOR A DUAL PURPOSE,
“TO ENCOURAGE THE ART OF ACTING AND SINGING™
“TO PROVIDE ATTRACTIVE ENTERTAINMENT IN THE INTERESTS
OF THE COMMUNITY™
YOUR LOYAL SUPPORT IS A SYMBOL OF ENCOURAGEMENT
AND A TRIBUTE T0O OUR UNREMITTING EFFORTS. WE
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l’RODUC'}'IO.\'
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