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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Once again, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the production of our annual end-
of-year entertainment. This year we have again chosen a traditional pantomime and we
hope that by the time the curtain finally falls you will be able to feel genuine empathy for
the old bird !

Immediately following the final performance, we move at once into rehearsal for our
Spring presentation of that great musical ‘Camelot’ which will be at the Princes Theatre
from 5 —9 June. We are urgently seeking men (young or not so young) who fancy trying
on a suit of armour. Why not give it a whirl ? Any member of the company would be
delighted to provide all the information you require and you would be made more than
welcome.

In the meantime | do hope that you will enjoy our Pantomime — we hope of course,
that the only eggs laid will be golden ones !

KEN ROWLANDS
Chairman



THE PRODUCTION TEAM

Production Directed by JIMMY JAMES
Musical Direction by KATHRYN CAVENDER

Choreography by SUKI FUSI
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NO SMOKING IN THE AUDITORIUM PLEASE. MAY WE RESPECTFULLY REMIND
YOU THAT THE TAKING OF PHOTOGRAPHS OR RECORDINGS DURING
THE PERFORMANCE IS NOT PERMITTED
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION



Mother Goose

BY LEONARD H. CADDY
MUSIC FROM MANY SOURCES

PRODUCED BY CLACTON AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY BY ARRANGEMENT WITH NODA LIMITED

CHARACTERS

Mother Goose

Colin

Sir Humphrey Growler, the Squire
dJill, his daughter

Fuddle, a Wizard

Dilly, Jill’s friend

Dally, the Squire’s man

Priscilla, the Goose

Queen of Youth

Fairy

Demon

THE SINGERS AND DANCERS

THE ‘LITTLE ONES’

THE ‘MOTHER GOOSE’ ENSEMBLE
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Electric Organ — ALLEN WARRENDER
Percussion — SYDNEY COOPER

ACTI

ACTII

Scene 1
Scene 2
Scene 3
Scene 4

Scene 5

SCENES

Nottingham Goose Fair

Outside Mother Goose’s Cottage
The Wizard’s Den

A Long Way Away

Mother Goose’s Palace

INTERVAL OF FIFTEEN MINUTES

Scene 6
Scene 7
Scene 8
Scene 9
Scene 10

Scene 11

At the Well of Youth
Nursery Rhyme Land

In the Forest

The Old House on the Hill
On the Way Home

The Palace Reception



WHAT OF MOTHER GOOSE ?

The name of Mother Goose can be traced back to around 1650 when there were references to
‘La Mere Oie’ as a storyteller in Charles Perrault’s French story-books, and she may be related to
‘Fru Gosen’ or ‘Fru Gode’ of German folklore. The translater, Robert Samber introduced the
English language to the term ‘Mother Goose’ in his 1729 translation (and incidentally, gave
Perrault’s ‘Puss in Boots’ and ‘Cinderella’ to the English-speaking world too). It was not until the
second half of the century that she became a household name when, for instance, she appeared
bracketed with others on a tuppenny toy-book ‘The Top Book of All’ (c. 1760). And, it seems fairly
certain that John Newbery and his associates spread her fame. He was the first man to make the
publication of books for children a special line of business, publishing ‘Mother Goose’s Melody’ a
96 page toy-book, which seems to have influenced most subsequent collections.

When J. Hickory Wood wrote the story for pantomime, most of it became his invention, based
loosely on nursery-rhyme elements and bits from the chapbook rhyme of the goose which laid
golden eggs:

Old Mother Goose
When she wanted to wander
Would ride through the air
On a very fine gander

ACK with thanks to AT
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